Tunicamycin-induced inhibition of functional expression of glutamate receptors in Xenopus oocytes.
The effects of tunicamycin, a specific inhibitor of N-linked glycosylation, on functional expression of glutamate receptor subtypes were investigated in RNA-injected oocytes. In the presence of tunicamycin the expression of ligand-operated receptors sensitive to kainate, alpha-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazolepropionate (AMPA) and quisqualate were completely blocked. The inhibitory effect was reversible after removal of tunicamycin from the culture medium.